COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

WOODFORD COUNTY

FISCAL COURT
(Title and Summary)
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A NEW CHAPTER PROHIBITING DISCRIMINATION IN THE UNINCORPORATED AREAS OF WOODFORD COUNTY WITH RESPECT TO HOUSING, PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS, AND EMPLOYMENT; ESTABLISHING EXEMPTIONS FROM THE ORDINANCE; ESTABLISHING A PROCESS TO ENFORCE THE ORDINANCE; ESTABLISHING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION OF THE ORDINANCE; ESTABLISHING A RIGHT TO APPEAL DECISIONS OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION TO THE COUNTY FISCAL COURT; AND PROHIBITING RETALIATION AGAINST PERSONS ASSERTING VIOLATIONS OF THE ORDINANCE


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE FISCAL COURT OF THE COUNTY OF WOODFORD, COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY: 


SECTION 1.  POLICY AND PURPOSE.



The Woodford County Fiscal Court believes that Woodford County is a welcoming community, and desires to implement a policy that treats individuals within the county equally and free from discrimination in the context of housing, employment and public accommodation on account of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, familial status, disability, gender identity and sexual orientation. 


SECTION 2.  DEFINITIONS§ 94.02 DEFINITIONS..

   
 For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a different meaning. These definitions will be superseded by KRS 344.010(4) and KRS 344.030(1) and applicable federal and state law that may be in effect at the time of a violation.

   
AGE - 
SEXUAL ORIENTATION defined.


§ 94.03 UNLAWFUL HOUSING DISCRIMINATION.

SECTION 3.  UNLAWFUL HOUSING DISCRIMINATION.

  


SECTION 4.  § 94.04 EXEMPTIONS FROM UNLAWFUL HOUSING PRACTICES.

SEEXEMPTIONS FROM UNLAWFUL HOUSING PRACTICES.

   
 


SECTION 5.  UNLAWFUL PRACTICES IN PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS.

  
SECTION 6.  UNLAWFUL PRACTICES IN EMPLOYMENT.

  



§ 94.07 EXEMPTIONS FROM UNLAWFUL EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES.

SECTION 7.  EXEMPTIONS FROM UNLAWFUL EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES.


§ 94.08 GENERAL EXEMPTIONS FROM THIS CHAPTER.

SECTION 8.  GENERAL EXEMPTIONS FROM THIS CHAPTER.

   
The provisions of this chapter do not apply to faith based social service providers or counselors, to any religious institutions, associations, societies, entities, or to an organization operated for charitable or educational purposes which is owned, operated, controlled by or affiliated with a religious institution, association, society or entity.


§ 94.09 ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT.

SECTION 9. STATUTORY EXEMPTIONS FROM THIS CHAPTER


The Woodford County Fiscal Court is prohibited by KRS 446.350 from substantially burdening a person’s freedom of religion.  Where a person, by action or inaction, violates the provisions of this Chapter of the County Code of Ordinances due to a sincerely held religious belief, the individual or entity alleging the violation must prove by clear and convincing evidence that the County has a compelling governmental interest in infringing the specific act or refusal to act and has used the least restrictive means to further that interest to establish the existence of a violation.  A burden shall include the indirect burdens such as withholding benefits, assessing penalties, or an exclusion from programs or access to facilities.  This section will apply to any proceeding brought to enforce this Chapter whether or not the County is a party to such proceeding.

SECTION 10.  ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT.

 
The responsibility for administering and enforcing this chapter will be borne by the Versailles-Midway-Woodford County Human Rights Commission in accordance with existing statutory processes for discrimination claims.

 




§ 94.10 OBSTRUCTION AND RETALIATION.

SECTION 11.  OBSTRUCTION AND RETALIATION.

   


SECTION 12.  FRIVOLOUS CONDUCT.


§ 94.11 FRIVOLOUS CONDUCT.

§ 94.12 ANNUAL REPORT.

SECTION 13.  ANNUAL REPORT.

The Versailles-Midway-Woodford County Human Rights Commission is to submit an annual report by January 31 of each calendar year to the Woodford County Fiscal Court. 

SECTION 14.   This ordinance will become effective after passage, and upon publication as required by law.

The first reading of the above ordinance was held on December 10, 2019, and the second reading will be held on January 14, 2020, at the regular meeting of the Woodford Fiscal Court at 5:30 p.m., or shortly thereafter, in the Fiscal Court Meeting Room, Second Floor, Woodford County Courthouse, Versailles, Kentucky.  A full and complete copy of this ordinance is available for public inspection, Monday – Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., in the Woodford County Judge/Executive’s Office, Second Floor, Woodford County Courthouse, Versailles, Kentucky, or online at www.woodfordcounty.ky.gov.
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